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The setting is Okfafioma and then California, 1938

Director’'s Notes....

How do you choose a play for presentation?

I have been asked this question many times.

My standard answer is “choose a play that has audience
appeal”.

Since the object of this organization is to make enough money
to keep the “business we love” operating, that is my primary
consideration.

Lately there has been an additional prerequisite.

Two of my last three productions, NOISES OFF and
BROADWAY, were chosen because they presented impossible
odds.

GRAPES OF WRATH was chosen for both of the above reasons.
Whenever the possibility of this production was mentioned
around regular FSLT patrons, the response was enthusiastic.
Steinbeck’s book and the John Ford film have become part of
our American heritage.

Tom Joad's “T'll be there..."” speech and Ma Joad’s “We are the
people...” declaration have come to sum up the spirit of survival
which Americans feel is an intrinsic part of our character.

So much for audience appeal.

Tonight the challenge faced by the production troupe will be
apparent. Here I would like to say a public thank youtoa
group of people who have supported me in production after
production. Naming names is always a dangerous thing to do
because someone may be forgotten but I'm going to be foolish
and proceed.

Charlie Long, Katy Boulden, Margaret Moseley, Gary Black,
Wendy Quick, Lee Batchelor, David Beckman, Martha Gooden,
Bill Lindsey and Cassey Browning have been members of the
best production team any director could want.

Amazingly, throughout the struggles, we have remained friends.
A group of talented people have Joined the usual “suspects” both
on stage and backstage.

Today’s production brings together a dedicated group of artists
whose aim is to bring to life an American odyssey. Our goal is
to awaken in the audience a new appreciation for the
Indomitability of the human spirit.

....Jim Moody



