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Director’s Notes:

Thanks for coming to the show . . . We love to see your faces
out there in the audience.

Well, it has finally happened . . . after 25 years of work in the-
atre and television, I'm directing my first show. And what an expe-
rience it has been so far! There was a wonderful turn-out at audi-
tions with a large number of new faces, the set was designed and
constructed by one of the best in the biz, Ron Watson, and we have
a crew of ‘backstage’ personnel that most directors would be envi-
ous of. Roam Taxidermy provided us with the mounted heads that
add.a lot of character to the set. Aren’t they great!

For those of you not familiar with “The Tavern”, this show was
written in 1918 and performed in the 20’s. That was long before the
term What is my motivation’ became a director’s nightmare. There
were no ‘technique’ schools back then and these plays make today’s
writers cringe. The plot (if you can find it) is loose, the characters
are silly and the acting is somewhat melodramatic. Also, the spe-
cial effects are man-made. There were no ‘canned’ sound effects
back then. The show depended upon people using their imagina-
tion to create the sounds that you heard. My dad, Bill Khilling,
designed and built the devices that are generating the sound of the
storm you will hear. :

I wanted to direct a show that our audience was unfamiliar wi
... a show you wouldn’t have any pre-conceived idea of as to how
it should be acted. I wanted to present you with an evening of non-
sense and laughter. I guarantee you will not have to think about this
show to enjoy it. Just sit back, imagine that the sounds of the storm
are real, get scared with the actors and follow along as they try to
unravel the happenings in the tavern tonight. Be careful, there are
twists and turns everywhere!

I dedicate my efforts and this show to my mother, Donna Sue
Khilling, because I miss her laughter. Mom would have got a kick
out of this play.

Rhed Khilling




